Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 65 April 1972 in zoonotic infections and in relation to immunity in the vertebrate and invertebrate hosts. The systematics of both snail and trematode remain in a confused state. There are three chapters on the disease in man, and a single chapter on the control of the infection by combined operations on the human population and on the environment. Animal schistosomiasis must also be controlled because of the losses suffered by livestock. What amounts to a technical appendix is placed in the middle of the book: diagnostic methods of all types are briefly described, and the laboratory procedures for bilharzial research are summarized. Each chapter is accompanied by an extensive and comprehensive bibliography, and there are 65 excellent diagrams and photographs. The editors are to be congratulated on the production of this excellent outline of current views on the relationship between calcium ions and myocardial contraction. The book documents the proceedings of a meeting held at the Institute of Cardiology in London on 6 September, 1970 . The text is clearly produced and well illustrated. The detailed bibliography provides a useful way of bringing oneself up to date with the recent advances in this field.
The international panel of contributors includes many leading authorities on the subject. As an introduction, Robert E Olson from St Louis University reviews the fundamental relation between calcium ions and the contractile process, including the discovery of the 'relaxing factor' and its identification with the sarcoplasmic reticulum. Winifred Nayler, from the Baker Medical Research Institute in Melbourne, describes her elegant studies with lanthanum hydroxide which demonstrate the distribution of calcium ions in relation to the cell surface. Arnold Schwartz, from Houston, describes the application of photometric techniques to the study of the rapid changes in concentration of calcium ions, and W Kubler, from Dusseldorf, analyses the part played by mitochondria in the process. Arnold Katz, of Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New York, describes the relationship between calcium studies and the process of contraction in the myocardium. Finally, A Fleckenstein, of the University of Freiburg, describes the effects of drugs on the process, and elegantly explains the action of prenylamine and verapamil as specific antagonists ofcalcium action.
Although there remain a number of unanswered questions, such as the explanation of the effects of digitalis alkaloids on contractility, and the mechanism by which calcium ions may produce an increase in the velocity of contraction, the symposium shows how much our knowledge of these fundamental aspects of myocardial behaviour has increased in recent years.
JOHN HAMER
Chronic Inflammation ofthe Bronchi edited by W T Ulmer pp xi+574 illustrated sFr/DM160 $38 40 £16-85 Basel &c.: S Karger 1971 Chichester: John Wiley This book is one of a series entitled 'Progress in Respiration Research'; it contains the proceedings of a meeting held in December 1969 at Bochum which was devoted to the general topic of chronic bronchitis. It does not contain any connected account of this disorder but consists of 72 papers in English, French and German, contributed by authors from all parts of Europe, on a wide variety of the clinical, functional and pathological manifestations of chronic airways obstruction. Inevitably the contents of such a book vary greatly in interest and quality. Some of the papers, such as two which deal with bronchial secretion, are full of interest and are beautifully illustrated with pictures taken with the scanning electron microscope. Others, especially those dealing with lung function, cover ground which is fairly familiar already or can only be interesting to experts in this field. Others again have little to do with chronic bronchitis directly, such as the interesting short paper on the survival of pulmonary homotransplants in man. In short, this book and others like it may be interesting as a source book to those engaged in research but it is not likelyto be useful to the practising physician. Those clinical teachers who have difficulty in recommending books on obstetrics and gynecology to students will be more than agreeably surprised by this volume. The choice too often lies between an inadequate paperback and a heavy academic text. The authors have given, in 600 pages divided into 50 fairly short chapters, a brilliant account of modem reproductive physiology and contemporary clinical practice. A stimulating approach emphasizes that the patient is an individual. Thus there are chapters on psychology and life periods in women; sexual
